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AN ADDRESS TO A SABBATH SCHOOL. 
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The institution of a Sabbath School is one of the richest 
; vlessings which children and youth of the present day enjoy. 
: By means of them a wide door is opened for the commu- 
nication of religious imstruction, and the rising genera- 
tion, of every rank and condition in life, have opportunity 
to become acquainted with the way of salvation ; and many, 
who had else lived in ignorance of a Saviour, and died with- 
out hope, we have reason to believe have been brought into 
the kingdom of Christ, and are prepared for the enjoyment 
of heaven. 

Tbe institution of the Sabbath School in this place, dear 
children, is an additional evidence, to all others, which you 
have of the interest which the Saviour takes in your welfare 
and happiness. ‘This school is formed fer the purpose of 
training you up inthe knowledge of the Scriptures, “ which 
j are able to make you wise unto salvation, through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.” It is in consequence of what 
Christ has done, that you enjoy this blessing. It was for 
you, dear children, that he came down from Heaven, became 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; for you he en- 
dured the reproach and malice of his enemies ; for you he 
was betrayed, mocked, scourged, spit upon; for you he was 
nailed to the cross and groaned and died; for you he has 
arisen from the dead, ascended on high, and lives and inter- 
cedes that you may be saved. 
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An Address to a Sabbath School. 


It is because Christ has died for you that you have 
been born in a land where his gospel is known ; that you 
are not among those heathen people who cast their children 
into the rivers, as sacrifices to their superstition and igno- 
rance; that you are not wandering about without instruction, 
without parents, without a home, without clothing, without 
food, wretched and miserable, with no kind and affectionate 
friend to relieve your wants, or comfort you in your dis- 
tresses. 

But this is the condition of multitudes of children as good 
as you; children whose souls must exist for ever ; children 
whose happiness is as important in itself as yours. To 
them, no such privileges as you enjoy have been afforded. 
They have no Bibles, no one to teach them to read, no one 
to tell them of a Saviour ; no one to lead them in the path 
to heaven. They know not that they are sinners, exposed to 
the anger of their Maker; they know not that they must 


one of which places they must go when they die. Thus igno- 
rant and wretched they live, and in this miserable condition 
they leave the world. 

I repeat it again, it is because Christ is very merciful to 
you that you are thus distinguished. But have you never 
alone any thing to displease this Kind and merciful Saviour 
who has done so much for you? who has so unceasingly 
crowned your lives with loving kindness and tender mercy ! 
a). Yes, dear children, distressing as it is, you have all sinned 
Ad against him; you all have broken his commandments; you 

Phe have done very many things you ought not to have done. You 
have disobeyed your parents w hom he has commanded you 
io love and obey : you have played upon the Sabbath, which 
he has commanded you to keep holy 3 you have been angry 
with each other, which he has forbidden ; you have neglected 
to love God and pray to Him which he has enjoined 
upon you to do, and you have theught and cared but little 
for your souls, for which he came inio the world to provide 
salvation. 

What would you think of the child who should continually 
disobey his parents, and treat them with the greatest neglect, 
notwithstanding they were constantly treating him with the 
sreatest tenderness, and kindness, bestowing upon him every. 


have new hearts ; they know not of a heaven and a hell, to. 
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rhing necessary for his comfort, and doing all in they powes 
to make him happy. Would you not call such a child ve ry 
wicked? But how much more wicked and unreasonable to 
disobey Him who has not only created you, and on whom 
you are dependent every moment for life, but who has al- 
ways been bestowing mercies upon you. 

But since you have done this, what ought you now to do? 
You must be sorry for it. It must grieve you to think 
that you have disobeyed your Saviour and treated him with 
so much neglect, and henceforward you must love Him and 
pray to Him. This is what He requires of every one oi 

rou. 

Think not that you are too young to do this. Many have 
become Christians when children. . You may read in the 
Bible of Samuel, Josiah, David, Jereniiah, and Timothy, 
who feared the Lord in their childhood. And such instan- 
ces in later times are by no means uncommon. [ read you 
an account of one, who not long since died, enjoying the 
supports of religion. The Saviour is pleased with early 
piety. He says, ‘ suffer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

You can never be happy unless you love Christ. The 
pleasures of the world flatter only to deceive, and allure only 
to destroy. They promise what they can never perform. 
Should you come into the possession of all this world affords, 
you would find yourself still unhappy. Without an interest 
in the Saviour you will ever be like the troubled sea when it 
cannot rest. Born to die, you will share in the calamities 
incident to human frailty ; and unless you have the Saviour 
for your friend, there is nothing from which you can derive 
any support. The sick bed, the dying hour, the shroud, the 
coffin and the grave, will appear ter rible to you ;. and if ever 
you permit yourselves to look into the eternal world you 
will start back from those awful scenes with horror. But 
if the Saviour be your friend, you will be able to contemplate 
these subjects with composure. 

You will also be liable to fali into many temptations _ 
dangers, from which nothing but religion can defend you 
You will be exposed to vicious company ; will be in haa 
of becoming profane ; will be tempted to think and speak 
‘ightly of Gop and religion; to cast off all concern for your 
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souls, harden your hearts to the fear of Gop, and thus bring 
upon yourselves swift destruction. But if now when you are 
young you give up yourselves to Christ, he will keep you 
trom ‘being overcome by any of these things. 

Remember, dear children, that you cannot, without great 
danger, remain insensible amid all the instructions you re- 
ceive. “ He that knows his Master’s will and does it not, 
shall be beaten with many stripes.” God has not only in- 
vited you to love and serve him, but he has commanded you 
to do this. “ My son, give me thine heart,” are the words 
of your Creator, and must be obe yed, unless you would ex- 
pose yourselves to his righteous indignation. 

Remember that there j is a heaven where all good people 
go when they die; a place where there is no sin, no sickness, 
no weeping. “ tifere all tears are wiped from all eyes, and 
sorrow and sighing for ever flee away.” This happy place, 
you may be prepared to enter, if you give heed to the in- 
structions you have received during the summer. Remem- 
mers too, there is a world of wretchedness for all wicked peo- 
pie; a world where no light ever shines to cheer those drea- 
ry abodes; a worid where there is no Saviour to smile; 
where no peace ever comes, and no voice of mercy and 
compassion ever sounds. Distressing as the truth is, the 
Bible assures you that unless you become good children, yeu 
must take up your abode in this miserable world. 

If there be any in this school, whose minds are in any mea- 
sure afiected with the sense of the importance of the truths to 
which they have « ittended, with such it is an interesting sea- 
son. Cherish those impressions. Do nothing that “shall 
tend in any manner to dispel them from your minds. En- 
deavour to gain a deep sense of your sinfulness ; of the need 
you stand in of a change of heart, and of the necessity of the 
operations of the Divine Spirit to bring you to repentance. 
Dread the thought of being stupid again. If you resist the 
Holy Spirit, you have reason to fear that you will be left to 
final hardness, and thus perish with an aggravated condem- 
nation. 

Formed as you are, dear children, for immortality, the 
powers of your souls will continue to expand in inter ‘minable 
ages. Contemplate yourselves as preparing for such an ex- 
istence, and then say, is not religious instruction important, 
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gid a serious attention to the concerns of your souls of the 
jast consequence. You hasten to eternity. Soon sickness 
and pain will seize you. The solemn hour will come, when 
the lamp of life shall glimmer and fade and die ; when weep- 
ine friends shall stand around your bed, to catch the last 
look from those eyes which must soon close to open no more, 
and to hear that voice which must soon be silent in death. 
Soon will they follow you to the tomb and deposit you un- 
der the cold clods of the graveyard. With such prospects 
before you, be persuaded to seek an interest in Christ, that in 
heaven you may stand in his presence with exceeding joy. 


MEMOIR OF ZILLAH ROBINSON. 


The subject of this memoir was the eldest daughter of 
Samuel and Martha Robinson; She was born September 
25, 1807. She was privileged with parents whose concern 
it was to train her up in the way he should go ; and to this, 
perhaps, it may be attributed, under the divine blessing, that 
her character was not stained by those gross immoralities 
io which even children are often addicted when left without 
restraint. ‘There was nothing very remarkable in her gene- 
ral character, except that she was of a reserved disposition, 
not fond of much reading, but always manifested a desire to 
understand both what she read and what she heard. 

It was her desire that her parents should send her to the 
Sabbath School, which they did when she was in her twelfth 
year; she was regular in her attendance, unless when her 
parents required her assistance in the family, and always 
seemed to feel a strong attachment to the school. But it 
was not till her last illness that decisive marks of genuine re- 
ligion were observed, though from some things she then said, 
it appeared that she had become the subject of convictions 
previous to that time. To one who was much with her 
during her illness, (which was a lingering consumption, ) she 
expressed the great uneasiness she had often felt upon the 
close of the Sabbath, on reflecting upon the little benefit she 
had derived from her instruction in the school, and the little 
she could remember of what she had heard from the pulpit. 
Q* 
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She also mentioned that son e of ihe hymns and catechistag siie 
had learned in the school, and some expressions which drop- 
ped irom the lips of the superintendent in prayer, had often 
struck her very powerfully. Soon after she was taken ill, 
her friends perceived she was the subject of great uneasiness 


of mind; and being one day addressed on the importance of 


being prepared to die, she began to weep. It was then ask- 
ed her if she felt uivnid to die, thinking that her illness would 
prove serious: she replied, ‘Ido not feel so much concerned 
about dying as I do to be prepared for it, for I think Tama 
very great sinner.’ Though she felt herself a great sinner, 
she knew not bow to express her feelings, nor by what rule 
to judge of the magnitude of hersins. She was told that the 
moral law cf God was the standard by which we must judge 
of ourselves ; that this law was so extensive that it reached 
to the thoughts of the heart, and the most serious desires of 
the mind, as well as to the outward actions ; and the reason- 
ableness and equity of it were illustrated to her. Though 
this view of the holy law of God made her feel ashamed at 
her own condition, yet she seemed to feel that satisfaction 
which arises from knowing the worst of any thing ; and her 
mind was thus prepared for the reception of the gospel plan 
of salvation. A few days after she appeared in great dis- 
tress, and being addressed respecting the concerns of her 
soul, "she burst into tears, saying, ‘ 1 am such a great sinner, 
I can see it so clearly, that I am afraid 1 can never be par- 
doned.’ Being asked how she knew herself to be so great 
a sinner, her answer was, ‘ By the law of God.’ From what 
she said at this time, she appeared to remember much of what 
had been said to her on this subject, and clearly to under- 
standit. The power and readiness of Christ to save all that 
come to him, were then set forth before her: this she seem- 
ed hardly to believe, saying, ‘ You do not know how great a 
sinner Jam.’ At another time, when speaking to her of the 
love of Christ to sinners, she said, ‘ But I have got such a 
hard heart, you cannoj conceive how wicked I am. She 
was told that it was for such sinners as she Christ died ; that 
if she felt herself a lost sinner, and the need of a Saviour, 
there was every encouragement for her in the word of God. 
She complained of her ignorance, that she could not under- 
stand much that she readin the Bible, and requested that 
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she might be spoken to as plainly as possible. Some of the 
most plain and encouraging passages of Scripture were re- 
peated to her; but nothing at this time appeared to afford 
her any relief. She said, ‘ Tam afraid [ cannot be pardoned, 
tor I have misimproved my privileges on the Sabbath; I 

cannot remember much of Mr. 3 ’s preaching, but was 
very fond of hearing him pray, and often wish I could pray 
like him, for I think I see the importance of prayer.’ She 
was then told that it was written for her encouragement, 
Ask, and ye shall receive ; seek, and ye shall find.” At 
another time, after one of the superintendents had paid her 
a visit, she said, ‘ ‘That she liked his conversation and prayer 
very much ; : that it was so plain she thought she understood 
it; and that she now felt a little love to Jesus Christ, though 
she could not clearly understand hew he could make an 
atonement for her sin.’ In one of the visits which Mr. S. 
paid her, he familiarly illustrated the doctrine of the atone- 
ment of Christ, and showed how God can be just while he is 
the justifier of all them that believe. 

From this time she never seemed to doubt the ability of 
Christ to save all that come to him; but then the question 
arose whether he was welling. ‘That he was willing to save 
some, she believed ; but whether he was willing to save her 
was still a matter of doubt ; she could not realize her own in 
his love. Her doubts appeared to arise from this circum- 
stance : she had an idea that it was necessary that a certain 
portion of time should be spent on her knees in prayer every 
morning and evening, and that the words must be correct, 
and the sentences properly put together, or it could not be 
acceptable in the sight of God: and feeling her body too 
weak for this, and her knowledge insufficient, she thought she 
did not pray aright, and therefore should not be heard. Her 
parents, and some of her relations, convinced her of this er- 
ror, by reading and conversing with her on the subject. She 

eagerly received their instructions, and soon found by expe- 
rience that “* God looketh at the heart.” 

About this time she began to get better, and some hopes 
were entertained of her recovery. She one day said, smil- 
ing, “ I am now getting better, and hope soon to recover :? 
being asked if she wished to recover, and again grow care- 
less about religion, she answered, ‘ No, I had rather die: 
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am very glad I have been afilicted, because it has given me 
an opportunity of opening my mind; I have for a long time 
been concerned about my soul, but durst not — to any 
one: what a mer cy it is I did not die suddenly ! I now be- 
lieve that Christ is able to save the greatest sinners, that his 
blood is quite sufficient to cleanse from all sin.’ Being asked 
if she thought he was willing, she said, * Yes, quite as willing 
as he is able ; I often think: now of what 1 committed to 
memory. 

‘ No, not one shall have to say, 

Jesus spurned me away, 


Drove me from his mercy seat, 
When I fell before his feet.’ 


1 wonder [ did not think of it before. I am surprised, when 
t think of my hymns and catechisms, that I did not under- 
stand them sobefore. Dr. Watts says, ‘ Life is the time te 
serve the Lord; but I think health is, for I can pay so 
much more attention to these things now I am better. I am 
glad I have been taught to commit to memory such good 
hymns and catechisms, because 1 can think of them when I 
am not able to read. I have been thinking what a valuable 
book the Bible must be, since it is by this we are taught the 
way of salvation ; and though I cannot understand much of 
it myself, I know it is from this book that Christians have 
their knowledge.’ Her views of the way of salvation ap- 
peared now tu be quite clear. She often expressed her grat- 
itude that she was born of pious parents, who had taken such 
eare to instruct her, and to have her instructed. Sometimes 
she would say, ‘1 am afraid I don’t pray aright ; I pray 
more for the pardon of my sins than for any thing else, it 
seems to me of such importance.” She was told to perse- 
vere, she would find religion a progressive work, and would 
soon find other things to pray for. This she found to be the 
ease, for she soon grew so much worse that she found it ne- 
cessary to pray for patience to bear her affliction ; and he 
prayer was answered, for she was never heard to murmur. 





* This answer is in the Rev. C. Vorley’s Catechism to the question, 

* Does Christ cast out none that come to him?’ She seemed very fond o} 
this book, and on one occasion she exclaimed, ‘Oh! how thankful I am ! 
ever saw Mr. Vorley’s catechism.’ 
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Being one evening in a great deal of pain, one of her rela- 
tions expressed a wish that she could bear a part for her. 


4 She answered, ‘1 do not mind it,—every pain is sweetened 
. with the thought that God does all things well. I find “ his 
¢ ways are ways of pleasantness and all his paths are peace.” 


t now feel a desire for others to know the way of salvation as 
well as myself; I long for my brothers and sisters, and 
school-fellows, toremember that health is the time to serve 
the Lord.’ She now began to enquire what she could do for 
God, who had done so much for her. 1 have been thinking,’ 
sohdalens ‘how useful I would make myself, if God were to 
spare my life! but as I do not expect to live long, what will 
be the best way?’ She was told to speak to those children 
who came to see her, and tell them ‘ what a dear Saviour she 
had found.’ She expressed her willingness to do this, and 
said, ‘1 am willing to die, if it may be for the good others.” 
The children who came to see her she addressed in a most 
earnest and affectionate manner respecting the concerns of 
their souls, entreating them to give themselves up to God 
: without delay. She seemed especially to feel much for one 
4 of her school-fellows with whom she was more intimately ac- 
4 quainted, saying, ‘I feel for them all, but I long to see her 
; more concerned for her soul. I wish I could know, before 
[ die, whether she knows the way of salvation.’ A short 
time after this child came to see her, and, as well as she was 
able, she began to converse with her. ‘ Hannah, said she, 
‘answer me these few questions before I die, it may be we 
shall never meet again on earth :—What would become of 
you, if you were as near death as lam? 1 cannot expect to 
live much longer, but I am not afraid to die. Do you know 
how your sins must be pardoned ¢’ ‘ By Jesus Christ.’ ‘ Do 
you think you can do any thing of yourself to merit pardon ?’ 
‘No? Do you anew what Jesus came upon this earth for?’ 
F ‘'To die for sinners.’ ‘IT am so ill I cannot talk much, but 
{long for you to seek religion whilst in health. Your life 
iS as uncertain as mine, anil it may be you may not have so 
long an affliction as I have had. The Lord has been mer- 
ciful to me, in favouring me with my senses; but you are 
not sure of this, and even if you were, I hope that you 
would think that health is the time to serve the Lord. Do 
not depend for salvation on any thing but Christ.” Ane 
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ther day, being a little better, she said, I think, when I am 
better for a few hours, this is an opportunity given me to 
think on heaven. The sting of death is quite taken from me; 
the coffin and the grave have now no gloomy appearance.’ 
She was very much troubled with the phlegm, and some- 
times expressed her fears lest she should be strangled; yet 
in this she manifested a spirit of resignation. ‘ If,’ said she, 
‘it be the will of God, I should like to die easily, but 
if my last groans are to blessed to any one, I hope I shall be 
willing to bear it, for I hope all will be well after death. I 
feel quite happy and ready to die. Do not pray for me to 
get better, but pray that I may be prepared to die 5 that my 
parents may be supported, and my death sanctified to my 
brothers, sisters, and school-iellows.’? Feeling a great con- 
cern for the children of the Sabbath School, and being de- 
sirous that her death might be sanctified to them, she re- 
quested that Mr. 8. might be asked to address them from 
these words, (2 Kings iv. 26.) “ {s it well with the child? 
And she answered, it is well ;”’ ‘ Because,’ said she, ** I hope 
it will be well with me after death ; tell him to pray partic- 
ularly for them; and let them sing— 


“Death has been here and borne away 
A sister from our side,” &c. 


‘This request was attended to on the evening of her inter- 
ment. ' 

The last few days of her life she was not able to converse 
with any one, but would occasionally utter short sentences, 
which bespoke the state of her mind. The following are 
some of them :—‘ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.’ 
—* Mother, do not weep,’ 


‘°Tis but the voice that Jesus sends 
To call me to his arms.’ 


‘ The joyful hour is coming when I shall have done with 
Sin — 


‘Is Christ the door ? then here Ill wait: 
Thanks to his name! ’tis not too late ; 
Though late I come, and vile and poor, 
God will receive me at this door.’ 
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*{ wish my parents may be able to say, after I am dead, 
“ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” ’ 

In her last hours she was quite calm, though. not able to 
speak much. About an hour before she died, as she was 


erfectly sensible, and able to speak, she was asked if she - 


still felt comfortable 5 she opened her eyes, but not seeming 
to undersiand the question, it was repeated ; she answered 
‘Yes.’ It was then asked, ‘ Do you not feel afraid now ?? 
She answered,:‘ No ,’ and, ‘after a short pause, said, ‘ I only 
wish it may be easy’ Ww hich were the last words ‘she was 
heard to speak. She died March 26, 1822, aged fourteen 
vears and six months.—S. S. M. 


_——— 


ON THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
“ Hallowed be thy Name.” 


Tne glory of God is the first and chief thing which we 
should have in view in all our actions. Accordingly we 
are taught to pray in the first place, that the name of God 
may be hallowed. By his name we are to uaderstand, God 
himself. ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, (saith the Psalmist *) not 
unto us, but unto thy name give ‘the glory, for thy mercy 
and for thy truth’s sake,” Ps. cxv. 1. God is made known 
unto us by his titles ; ni “ God said unto Moses I am that 
Tam,” Exod. iii. 14. He is also made known unto us by 
his perfections ; and “the Lord passed by before him, and 
proclaimed the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,” Exod. 
XXXIv. 6. 

When we pray, “ hallowed be thy name,” we desire that 
the infinite exceliency of God may be magnified and adored 
by all angels in heaven, and men upon earth; that the 
highest honour and reverence be paid to his holy name, and 
to every thing belonging to him; that all the kindreds of 
the earth may“ worship him in spirit and in truth ;” that 
every heart may be filled with his love,and every tongue 
sound forth his praise, and that all may “ serve him with 
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reverence and godly fear,’ and “ declare the wonders “a 
he doeth for the children of men.” That which is holy 
itself is said to be hallowed when we esteem and ab 
edge it as worthy of all honour and reverence. ‘* They shall 
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,” Isa. xxix. 23. To hallow 
and sanctify the name of God should be the great desire of 
your hearts. The children of God ought above all things to 
seek the honour and glory of their heavenly Father ; 
“ Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, (saith the 
apostle,) do all to the glory of God,” 1 Cor. x. 31. And 
again the same apostle says, “ Ye are bought with a price, 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God’s,” 1 Cor. v. 20, 

That you may hallow the name of God, you must endeav- 
our, by divine grace, to let his name be hallowed, 1. In your 
thoughts and affections ; by thinking of him with the deep- 
est reverence, re garding him as possessed of all perfections, 
and maintaing such a holy dread of offending this great and 
glorious Being, as ot to indulge a wicked thought any 
more than you would commit a wicked action in the open 
streets, and in the sight of the sun, ev “ remembering that 
your “thoughts are heard in heaven.” You must never 
draw nigh to God with your lips, =. your hearts are far 
from him, but remember that he “ searcheth the reins, and 
trieth the hearts,” and “ requireth truth in the inward parts,” 
and that therefore you must watch over the meditations of 
your hearts, and see that youlove the Lord your God in 
sincerity, and that there be none in heaven or earth whom 
you desire in comparison of him. 

2. ‘The name of God must be hallowed in your words 5 
whenever you speak of “ the High and Lofty One who in- 
habiteth eternity,” it should be with the greatest awe upon 
your minds, and the deepest sense of his majesty and great- 
ness. You must hate and avoid every approach towards 
taking the sacred name of God in vain. Never mention it 
but with seriousness, and shew by your looks and manner 
that you know of whom you are speaking, and that you 
regard his name as holy and reverend in the highest degree. 

It is related of the Honourable Robert Boyle, a truly wise 
and good man, that he never uttered the name of God without 
stopping before and after it, to impress his own mind, and 
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ine minds of those who heard him, with a due reverence for 


‘hat awful and holy name.” “Sanctify the Lord of hosts him- 


self, and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.” 
Isa. vill. 13. 

3. You must endeavour that the name of God may be 
nallowed in your actions. “ Herein (saith our Saviour) is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye 
be my disciples,” John xv. 8. You must labour by divine 
erace to honour and glorify God in your lives ; “ Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works; 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Matt. v. 16. 
Nothing can be more foolish or sinful than to pray daily 
that the name of God may be hallowed, if you live in the 
nabit of taking God’s name in vain. ‘This is a most 
daring mockery of God. Can any thing be more absurd 
than to pray every night and morning that his name may 
be hallowed, and yet in the course of the day, to trifle with 
that sacred name, and utter it without thought and without 
fear P Does not your own reason teach you that the same 
ear which hears a prayer, hears an oath; and that the 
prayers uttered by a tongue which dares be so profane as 
to utter oaths and curses, must be an abomination in the 
sight of God? It may be fairly expected that children 
trained as you are will abhor every degree of profane swear- 
ing, and will not only abstain from it yourselves, but do all in 
your power to prevent others from committing so dreadful a 
crime. Resolve, by the help of God, that you will shun the 
company and conversation of all who use profane language. 
Regard such persons as if they were infected with the most 
dreadful disease ; and whilst you heartily pity them, and 
earnestly pray for them, fly from their society, and have 
no fellowship with them. On ali such occasions repeat to 
yourselves those verses fram Dr. Watts’ hymn against take- 
ingGod’s name in vain : 


“ My heart shall be in pain to hear 
Wretches affront the Lord above ; 
‘Tis that great God whose power [ fear, 
That heavenly Father whom [ love. 
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Letter to a Sunday Scholar 


“Tfmy companions grow profane, 
I'll leave their friendship, when [ heax 
Young sinners take thy name in vain, 
And learn to curse, < and learnto swear.’ 


It is not sufficient that you abstain from the foul practice 
of swearing, but you must preserve on your minds the deep- 
est reverence for every thing belonging to God, and endeay- 
our in your whole life and conversation that his name may 
be hallowed. If you would offer up this petition as you 
ought, your hearts, and tongues,‘and lives must all unite in 
hallowing the name of Ge|. You must “ stand in awe and 
sin not.” You must endeavour, by the holiness of your 
lives, that God may be sanctified, both in you and by you. 
Whilst you are thus employed, you are laying a sure foun- 
dation of happiness in time and in eternity. You are walk- 
ing in the paths’ which lead to “ glory, and honour, and 
immortality.” and are preparing to join with angels and 
archangels, and all the glorious company of heaven, in 
magnifying and adoring the “ holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and i is, and is to come.—S. S. M. 


LETTER TO A YOUNG PERSON ON LEAVING 
SCHOOL AND GOING INTO SERVICE. 


My yvounc Frienp, 

At the conclusion of our school the other evening you 
intimated to me, that it was the last opportunity you should 
probably have of attending the Sunday School, as you were 
about to enter into service. I thought we ought not to pass 
over, unnoticed, the occasion of dismissing from school one 
of our number, who had been so long under our care, and 
for a length of time sustained the humble, yet honourable 
office of a ‘ teacher of babes.’ 

I feel disposed, my young friend, at this juncture, to offer 
to you a few thoughts, arising from a review of the time past, 
as well as to suggest some seasonable reflections on your 
change of employment and relative situation in life. In res- 
pect of the former, I fee! much pleasure, Mary, in reviewing 
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on leaving school. 111 


tie long period you have been a member of our Sunday 
School; not only as no circumstance has ever arisen to ar- 
rest our increasing satisfaction of your walk and conversa- 
tion; but inasmuch as we are fully persuaded that you have 
not heard in vain of the things which belong to your everlast- 
ing peace. You have much reason to be thankful, Mary, and 
I believe you are truly thankful to God, for what he has done 
for you, and wrought in you. You remember the time, 
when you had no idea of the enjoyments and consolations 
of true religion, the peace and joy arising from a believing 
view of Jesus and his word. No3 your enjoyments then (it 
such they could be called) were short and unsubstantial, your 
peace and joy but carnal security and empty vanity ; your 
life, in fact, was without hope, and without Christ in the 
world. But not so now. Though you have often had 
many a painful discovery of the deceitfulness of your own 
heart—felt many a bitter pang when your sins have been set 
in array before you—have been ready to start back upon a 
view of your own unworthiness in the sight of God 3 yet, 
have you not beheld the same arm that was stretched forth 
to inflict, extended also in mercy to heal the wound? What, 


Though clouds may arise, to darken the skies,’ 
And hide for a moment your God from your eyes ;’ 


Yet have you not enjoyed many a bright interval, when the 
Sun of Righteousness arose with healing in his beams, scat- 
tering the mists and clouds which hung over your mind? 
Yes, Mary, 


‘How sweet were the moments when Jesus reveal’d 
The light of his countenance, lovely and fair ; 
Although the full beams of his glory withheld, 
How happy his presence and favour to share.’ 


You have frequently had, Mary, very humbling views of 
yourself, perhaps inclining you to despair ; and such views 
we ought to have of our own works and righteousness, but 
not of the mercy and merits of our blessed Redeemer: no ; 
the lower we abase the sinner, the higher we exalt the Sav- 
ours the more we empty our hearts of self and pride, the 
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Letter to a Sunday Scholar. 


more room there will be for the meek and lowly Jesus, who 
delights to take up his abede in the humble and contrite soul, 
] trust, Mary, you can say, “I have found him whom my 
soul loveth ; s— I know in whom I have believed ;” and re- 
member for your comfrot, that he is able to keep that which 
you have committed unto him, against that day when he shall 
make up his jewels. 

You are now, Mary, entering upon new duties, a new em- 
ployment, and relative situation in society 3 and this day ex- 
hibits a new feature in the period of your life. Hitherto 
you have lived under the parental root, in the-exercise and 
enjoyment of filial duties and pleasures. Your chief tem- 
poral anxiety was to administer to the wants, and to increase 
the comforts of your parents, in their declining years and in- 
lirmities. May they still be the objects of your heavenly 
ather’s care, till they are cailed to take their seats in that 
house which is above, “ not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” 

But you are called, Mary, to other duties. A new scené 
opens before you. Your province wiil now be, to contribute 
to the comforts of others, who are not related to you by the 
ties of blood. Removed from parental superintendence, 
you will now be subject to the directions of those into whose 
service you enter. Your care must be to promote their 
comfort and welfare, and to be resigned to that state of life, 
unto which it hath pleased God to call you. But I need not 
urge these things upon you, Mary, because I am persuaded 
you possess that principle which will rightly influence you 
‘in the performance of your domestic duties; namely, a sin- 
cere desire to do the will of God. For § grace will to every 
duty bind,? and will make that service freedom, which, in 
other ci: rcumstances, would be burdensome. It has been 
truly satisfactory to me, to find you are not called to serve 
with strangers, of whom you know nothing, and whose hab- 
its of living might not be conducive to your best interests. 
I have no doubt you will find in the family of our dear friend 
a comfortable residence ; : and I amsure it will be his delight 
to render your abode there another home. You will most 
likely have the privilege of attending many of those means 


of grace, on which you have so often waited with profit and 
delight. 


y : BRAS oe aie 


oe 
atid Meme ede <n 





Fn ee ee ae 
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Having now transcribed the few thoughts which occurred 
to me on the present occasion, I send them to you, accom- 
panied with my most sincere prayer, that your present situa- 
tion, as well as every succeeding appointment, may be di- 
vinely directed to promote your temporal and everlasting hap- 
piness. And may you and I, and our fellow-labourers in 
the same work, have grace given to us, that we may perse- 
vere unto the end, and be permitted at the last day to meet 
the dear “lambs of Christ’s flock,” and to present them to 
the chief Shepherd, saying, “ Here, Lord, are we, and the 
children whom thou hast given us.” The Lord give you eve 
ery covenant blessing in Christ Jesus ; and, believe me 

Your sincere friend, VISITOR. 
[ Id. 


I tate 
—_—_— 


FROM THE SECOND REPORT OF THE GINNS GENERAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


In this school there are at present 63 ‘Teachers employed, 
and the total number of scholars is 486, of whom six-tenths 
read in the Scriptures, whereas not more than one-tenth of 
the first 240 were capable, when admitted, of reading the 
‘Testament. By means of this institution a great number of 
the rising generation have thus been favoured with the means 
of instruction, and have been taught the importance of re- 
membering the Sabbath day to keep it holy. A very great 
improvement is observable in their general conduct ; and it is 
confidently hoped that other and far more important conse- 
quences will arise from the instructions they have received ; 
and that the effects of these instructions will hereafter appear 
in producing sobriety of conduct, and every virtue of a well- 
regulated and pious life. 

A girl, who entered the school at its commencement, and 
was then 13 years of age, has uniformly been distinguished, 
both in school and at home, for her orderly conduct, a close 
application to her Bible, and the most respectful deportment 
towards her teacher. She belongs to a Bible-class; and 
through indefatigable diligence and attention, has acquired 
such an extensive acquaintance with the Scriptures as might 
put to shame many who have on more leisure and very 
10 








































414 New-York Sabbath Schools. 


i superior advantages. She is employed in a factory from si< | 
a) o’clock in the morning till the same hour in the evening, and 
| frequently later. Notw ithstanding this close confinement, and 
the fatigue which must necessarily be occasioned by it, when 
the children were encouraged to commit portions of Scrip- 
tures to memory, she most willingly commenced the task. 
Like others she began with learning a few verses, and grad- 
nally increased the number ever y week to 100, 120 or more, 
till at last the teacher found it impossible to hear her, and de- 
vote to the other girls of the class that attention which was 
V4 necessary. ‘This was remedied by her waiting on the teach- 
. er one evening during the week: and on some occasions she 
in has repeated correctly 300 verses at once. She has, in the 
course of about two years, committed to memory all the four 
gospels, and seventeen chapters of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Many may here be disposed to ask a very important ques- 
tion: Does she retain what she thus learns? She does. On i 
such a suspicion being hinted to her teacher, the girl under- 
took to repeat the whole of St. Matthew’s Gospel. This she 
accomplished in two evenings, without making more than 
three errors in the whole. ‘The Secretary was present, and 
witnessed the performance. Nor isit a mere exercise of mem- 
ory : she understands what she learns, as was proved by put- 
ting several questions to her, respecting the meaning of differ- 
ent portions; all of which she answered very satisfactorily, 
excepting one. Such improvement is highly interesting and 
encouraging. Having known and learned the Scriptures 
Lh eT from her youth, may she prove that they make wise unto sah 
i fe Gein vation, through faith that is in Christ Jesus !—S. S.M. 
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Letter addressed to the Committee of the New-York Femate 
Union for the promotion of Sabbath Schools in 1821. 


Returning from church last Sabbath, a pretty little girl, 
neatly dressed, tripped past me, with her bag full of books. 
She smiled sweetly on me. I recognised her as a Sunday 
Scholar : her blue vandyke designated the school which she 


attended, and as one of those who last Wednesday united 
“with others in singing. | 





nomewerrt 








ae 
en oLR 



































Charleston Sunday School Union. 


‘ Let the blessed system spread, 
_ Till it reach each soul in need ; 
With thy word the poor be fed, 

And the world be taught to read.” 


As the dear child continued smiling in my face, and seem- 
ed to claim a more intimate acquaintance with me, I recol- 
tected that she had been educated in the Orphan Asylum, and 
her frock was one of those annually presented to the orphans 
by the ladies of the Dorcas Society. I naturally retraced in 
my mind the short history of this interesting child. When 
about two or three years of age, she was found in a loathsome 
cellar, by the side of her mother, who had just expired. In 
the stiffened grasp of death was a paper, on which was writ- 
ten the name of the child, and that of her parents, recom- 
mending her to the care of Providence, and the attention of 
the ladies of the Orphan Asylum. <A few months ago she 
was apprenticed to a pious family, whose daughter superin- 
tends the School, No. 1. 

Thus by means of three female charitable institutions, the 
prayers. of her dying mother are answered ;—I might say 


four, for probably her Bible was furnished by the Female 


sible Society. 


——— 


CHARLESTON SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


It is with no ordinary pleasure that we have perused the firs? 
Report of the Sunday School Union Society of Charleston, 
S. C. with which the Superintendent has been so good as to fa- 
vour us. It imparts special interest from its being the first 
Union formed in that part of the country; and from being pe- 
culiarly expressive of the very spirit of Sabbath School instruc- 
tion. Among the several objects of the Union, are the promo- 
tion of harmony and lovefamong teachers of different denomina- 
tions—the encouragement of gratuitous instruction—improve- 
ments in the modes of instructing—furnishing books for schools 
and establishing societies—opening new schools, and increasing 
old ones. 3 

According to the pious design of promoting liberality of sen- 
timent, the Board is composed of six denominations of Chris- 
tians, who associate in Christian Jove, and co-operate in exer- 
tions for the good of immortal souls and for the glory of God. 
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116 Charleston Sunday School Union. 


As one means of accomplishing their benevolent objects, the fot- 
Jowing Circular has been forwarded to the ¢ifferent clergymen 
of that state, and part of Georgia and Nori Carolina. May 

this good leaven be universal in its operations until the whole is 


leavened. 
CIRCULAR. 


Charlesicn, May 11, 1822. 

Sin,—In the present day, when the light of Divine Truth 
is diffusing its sacred influence in every quarter of the world, 
we feel assured that every exertion to increase the prosperi- 
ty of Zion will be hailed with joy by all those whose hearts 
are engaged to pray in the emphatic words of the Redeemer, 
“Thy kingdom come.” With confidence, therefore, we 
present to your attention, not a novel and untried ‘plan, but 
one which has stood the test of experiment, and proved em- 
inently useful in almost every city of our happy land, and 
throughout the continent of Europe. Among the means 
which have been evidently approved of by God, and succeed- 
ed with his blessing, Sunday Schools stand pre-eminent. In 
these institutions the rising generation have felt, and are con- 
tinually feeling, the value and importance of the Sacred 
Scriptures, and are rising up to be as pillars in the Church. 
Thus is God fulfilling his promise, that “ instead of the Fa- 
thers shall come up the children, whom he will make prin- 
ces in all the earth.” ‘To all who have entered into the 
spirit of Sunday Schools, it is well known that their great 
object is to give religious instruction to those who must soon 
succeed us in the busy scenes of life ; and the sole design of 
a Sunday School Union is to augment the means of promot- 
ing this object. ‘This will be evident from the constitution, 
which states its objects to be the formation of New Schools, 
to excite and increase union and love among the friends of 
the Redeemer, to improve the methods of conveying truth to 
the youthful mind, and to stimulate and encourage each oth- 
er in the work and labour of love. We feel persuaded it is 
only necessary to present you with the plan of a Society, 
whose objects are so important, to have your cordial co-op- 
eration ; and earnestly would we entreat you, and all who 
fee] concerned for the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
to unite in exertions in forming Sunday Schools and Union 
Societies. With such views we shall be happy to corres 
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Philadelphia Sabbath Schools. 117 


pond, for such we shall daily pray, to such we will cheerfully 
render aid, assured that by mutual assistance we shall be per- 
mitted to help in bringing about that happy day when all 
shall know the Lord from the least unto the greatest. 

By order of the Board of Managers of the Sunday School 


Union of Charleston, S. C. 


| Tuomas Napier, President. 
R. B. Enwarps, Corresponding Secretary. 


An appendix to the Report presents a statement of the schools, 
and extracts from their several Reports. These extracts afford 
ihe same pleasing evidence, every where exhibited, of the incal- 
culable benefit of the Sabbath School Institution. The state- 
ment is as follows :— 
. Teachers. Scholars. 
Congregational Church—Sabbath School No.1, © 23 154 
Methodist Church—Trinity Sabbath School, 18 140 
Baptist Church—Sunday School, 6 58 
Second Presbyterian Church—Sunday School, 21 140 
German Lutheran Church—Evangelical Sabbath 

Scnool, 18 112 
First Presbyterian Church—Sabbath School, 12 80 


ow 


93 664 


PHILADELPHIA SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


In the city of Philadelphia there are said to be 9C Sab- 
bath Schools, 944 teachers, and 8,458 learners ; besides 7 
evening schools, kept by the Auxiliary Evangelical Society, 
in which above 500 youths and adults of all denominations, 
and among whom are youth of the most respectable families 
are instructed in the doctrines and precepts of the christian 
religion. During the past year the Sunday School Union 
of Philadelphia has received the important addition of 89 
schools, 473 teachers, and learners. With a liberality 
highly creditable to their christian character this Union ex- 
pended the last year $5,060,06 for books. 


The Sabbath School Union for Scotland have in their 
connexion 916 schools. and 55,864 children ; of the schools 
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153, and of the children 7,416 were added during the las: 
year. There are 2,121 teachers employed, of whom 163 
are females. ‘The number of parents, retired scholars and 
other adults attending the schools the year before the last is 
supposed to be about 6000. At present, the number of 
persons of this description, together with the teachers, forms 
an aggregate of about 14,000. Of the schools 176 have 

access to libraries, the united amount of whose books is 
about 10,000 vols. 


- ANECDOTES. 
“ Who hath despised the day of small things ? 


From a minister in the country. 


It is my custom, after morning service, to lend a tract to 
each of the children, and grown persons, who attend; and, 
when they are returned to me, I exchange them for another. 
Among these children were two, the one about nine, and the 
other seven years of age, whose parents were unknown to me. 
The mother was an industrious woman, but quite ignorant of 
the truth; the father seldom came home sober. The pa- 
rents frequently read the tracts thus lent to their children. Af- 
ter some time, the elder child prevailed on his mother to come 
one evening to lecture. She came a second time, and the 
Lord was pleased to send home the word to her soul. She 
began to pray; and now, for twelve months, has been a 
truly zealous follower of Christ. Meanwhile, her husband 
continued to read the tracts, though almost angry that they 
came in his way; but could not. help reading them. One 
day he observed his eldest boy saying his prayers ; and his 
attention was excited by the younger, saying, ‘ John prays 
for father. ‘ Well, what do you say ?’ inquired the father. 
John replied, ‘I do not know what to say. Mr. says 
we must pray for our parents. So I say, O Lord, do not let 
him get drunk.? This roused the father’s feelings. He 
now prays for himself and for them, and has not been intoa- 
scated for nine months, but he comes home in the evening, 
and reads to his wife. ‘ Oh, sir,’ said she, ‘now we know 
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what happiness is.’ The childen are regularly brought up. 
Of the mother’s state I have no doubt; of the father’s I hive 
much hope.—S. S. M. 


A COMPOSING CORIDAL FOR A SICK BED, 


Visiting the dying chamber of a long esteemed Chistian 
‘riend, she told me that she suffered much from erheme rest- 
iessness, the common attendant of her complaint. ‘ As long,’ 
eaid she, ‘as [ can remain exactly in the same attitude in 
which I firstlie down, I continue tolerable easy ; but if once 
I change my position, I am instantly in violent pain, and 
continue tossing to and fro till the dawning of the day. The 
most successful method I have ever tried to keep me quiet on my 
bed, is to meditate on the Scriptures. I have sometimes set 
myselfto begin with Genesis, and recollect, as I went on, all 
the promises of God to his people ; but it seemed like an at- 
tempt to number the stars, or count the sands on the sea 
shore. Well, I have thought, what atreasury! all “ exceed- 
ing great and precious promises !—*‘all yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus!” and all, I trust, for me/ The thought has 
soothed and elevated my mind, and caused me to forget for 
awhile my pain and restlessness, and perhaps to drop into a. 
refreshing sleep, which medicine ‘has long failed to procure.” 

Children! what a precious book is the Bible! What a 
good thing is it to have the memory well stored with its sacred 
contents! But remember, this is not all; merely remembering 
the words will not comfort you; you must receive it into 
your hearts by faith and love ; and then you may feed upon 
it, and find real support and consolaton when all earthly 
things have lost their charm. The word of God had long 
been to this pious woman, the necessary food of her soul, the 
man of her counsel, the cuide of her steps. Her delight. was 
in the law of her God; in his law she had meditated with 
holy submission and activity through the day of life, and her 
meditation on it was sweet in the shades of affliction and the 
night of death. May such be your happy experience and 
mine.—S, S. M. 
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153, and of the children 7,416 were added during the las: 
vear. There are 2,121 teachers employed, of whom 163 
are females. The number of parents, retired scholars and 
other adults attending the schools the year before the last is 
supposed to be about 6000. At present, the number of 
persons of this description, together with the teachers, forms 
an aggregate of about 14,000. Of the schools 176 have 
access to libraries, the united amount of whose books is 
about 10,000 vols. 


. ANECDOTES. 
“ Who hath despised the day of small things ?” 
From a minister in the country. 


It is my custom, after morning service, to lend a tract to 
each of the children, and grown persons, who attend; and, 
when they are returned to me, I exchange them for another. 
Among these children were two, the one about nine, and the 
other seven years of age, whose parents were unknown to me. 
The mother was an industrious woman, but quite ignorant of 
the truth; the father seldom came heme sober. The pa- 
rents fi equently read the tracts thus lent to their children. Af- 
ter some time, the elder child prevailed on his mother to come 
one evening to lecture. She came a second time, and the 
Lord was pleased to send home the word to her soul. She 
began to pray; and now, for twelve months, has been a 
truly zealous follower of Christ. Meanwhile, her husband 
continued to read the tracts, though almost angry that they 
came in his way; but could not help reading them. One 

day he observed his eldest boy saying his prayers ; and his 
attention was excited by the younger, saying, ‘ John prays 
for father. ‘ Well, what do you say ?’ inquired the father. 
John replied, ‘¥ do not know what to say. Mr. K says 
we must pray for our parents. So I say, O Lord, do not let 
him get drunk.’ This roused the father’s re He 
now prays for himself and for them, and has not been intox- 
scated for nine months, but he comes home in the evening, 
and reads to his wife. ‘Oh, sir,’ said she, ‘now we know 
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what happiness is... The chiiden are regularly brought up. 
Of the mother’s state I have no doubt; of the father’s T cae 


much hope.—S. S. M. 


A COMPOSING CORIDAL FOR A SICK BED, 


Visiting the dying chamber of a long esteemed Chistian 
‘riend, she told me that she suffered much from extreme rest- 
iessness, the common attendant of her complaint. ‘ As long,’ 
sail she, ‘as I can remain exactly in the same attitude in 
which I firstlie down, I continue tolerable easy ; but if once 
I change my position, [ am instantly in violent pain, and 
continue tossing to and fro till the dawning of the day. ‘The 
most successful method I have ever tried to keep me quiet on my 
bed, is to meditate on the Scriptures. Ihave sometimes set 
myselfto begin with Genesis, and recollect, as I went on, all 
the promises of God to his people ; but it seemed like an at- 
tempt to number the stars, or count the amas on the sea 
shore. Well, I have thought, what atreasury! all “ exceed- 
ing great and precious promises !— “all yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus!” and all, I trust, for me/ The thought has 
soothed and elevated my mind, and caused me to forget for 
awhile my pain and restlessness, and perhaps to drop into a. 
refreshing sleep, which medicine has long failed to procure.” 

Children! what a precious book is the Bible! What a 
good thing is it to have the memory well stored with its sacred 
contents! But remember, this is not all ; merely remembering 
the words will not comfort you; you must receive it into 
your hearts by faith and love ; and then you may feed upon 
it, and find real support and consolaton when all earthly 
things have lost their charm. The word of God had long 
been to this pious woman, the necessary food of her soul, the 
man of her counsel, the ouide of hersteps. Her delight. was 
in the law of her God; ; in his law she had meditated with 
holy submission and activity through the day of life, and her 
meditation en it was swect in the shades of affliction and the 
night of death. May such be your happy experience and 
mine. — S. S. M. 











































Poetry— The Lessons of Spring. 


POETRY. 
THE LESSONS OF SPRING. ’ 


Dreary winter departs, with his tempests and gloon:, 
And nature, reviving, bursts forth from her tomb ; 
The birds lively carol, the meadows look gay, 

And the airis perfumed with the blossoms of May, 
While ting’d with its liveliest blushes, the morn, 

And dew- -drops still sparkle on flow’rets new born, 
‘The season invites in the garden to rove, 

Our senses to feast, our minds to improve. 

Each object some lesson of wisdom conveys ; 

The stream gently gliding—the sun’s glorious rays :— 
More glorious the Saviour that shines in his Word, 
More refreshing the streams that the Scriptures afiord. 
The flow’rs, as I gaze on each delicate line, 

Speak the power and skill of an Artist Divine : 

E’en the weeds, that spring up without culture or care, 


Bid me watch my own heart, for weeds often spring there. 


The birds well provided, sing gratitude’s lay, 

And bid gloom and distrust from my mind flee away ;— 
If my Father such care for the sparrows will take, 
Then he surely will never his children forsake: 

Not au insect too mean for His notice and care, 

That crawls on the ground or that flutters in air. 

Then torment not these creatures, tho’ trifling and small, 
Dear children ; for God, the Creator of all, 

Who rides on the whirlwind, and speaks in the storm, 
Hears the cry of a beetle—the groan of a worm. 

What wordters-abroadin the corn-fields appear ! 

First the fresh-springing blade then the ripening ear ; 
The labourers with care cast the seeds in the ground, 
And the blessings of heav’n those labours have crown’d. 
Dear children, such labours your teachers pursue— 

Till the ground—sow the seeds—to be useful to you ; 
But no human power can the produce command : 

Means are ours,—but success from Jehovah’s own hand. 
So, while tending their work with affectionate care, 
They water their efforts with diligent prayer, 

‘That in you may the seeds of instruction take root, 

And bring forth, in due time, rich abundance of fruit ; ; 
To your profit—their joy j—but the work is of grace, 
And the Lord of the Harvest shall have all the praise. 


[S..S. I. 
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